Clinical use of rifampicin in combination for non-mycobacterial infections: a survey of published evidence.
The literature on the clinical use of rifampicin in combination for the treatment of non-mycobacterial diseases is reviewed. From the published evidence, the most promising associations are, for staphylococcal infections, gentamicin, erythromycin, kanamycin and fusidic acid. In the field of Gram-negative infections, Psuedomonas-induced sepsis in particular, data are not so impressive but promising results have been obtained with the associated use of rifampicin and gentamicin or colistin. Some systemic fungal diseases may be successfully treated with rifampicin in combination with amphotericin-B. Although only few reports are available on this subject, the importance of such an application is stressed in view of the severity of these diseases and of the lack of appropriate treatments.